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Com.

Eq.

Pos.

Sequential Non-

Sequential Non-

Sequential Non-

sequential sequential sequential
Proper
Nouns 571 14 66 2 44 11
Else-
where 1568 75 138 14 59 78
Category
Total 2139 89 204 16 103 89
Total
Number 2640

(7). See footnotel.
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IT. CONCLUSION AND FINAL REMARKS ON THE
APPLICABILITY OF RULES

3.1 Remarks:

After setting down the five rules, the following remarks can
be made:

a. The rule hypothesised does not apply to words ending with er
and inflceted by s, e,g., sister /sisto/: sisters [sistoz/, though having
the sequence V + r 4+ C.
b. When a compound word, consisting of two free morphemes,
the oceurrence of/a:/across such two morphemes is not possible.
Yet it is possible for this sound to occur in one or both of them,
e,g., year-book [jo:buk/.
¢. No instances of the sequence eart has been found to form /a:/
except in Keartorn as an equivalent to the common: /kiatn/ and
/ka:n/ (7).
d. Instances of a + r + consonant have not been found to form /a:/,
thus breaking the gencal rule and having usually /a:/ instead
e,g., hard /ha:d/, garden /ga:dn/, :

3.2 Conclusion:

The rule hypothesised, i,e., V + r + C showed that 2446 out of 2640
cases conform to it. This means that orthography is 92 43/66 ¥; dependable
in determining rules for the occurrence of /a:/. The following table shows

how frequent /o:/ occurs sequentially and non-sequentially in proper nouns
and elsewhere in the EPD.
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2.2 Non-sequentml Cases

With regard to this type, only 194 instances have been found; 88
instances have er(r) (), ir(r), ur(r), (e)a), ear. are word finally, ¢ ,g.,
her 'ha:/
were [wo:!
whir fwa:/
compare jkampgd/ or /ken’fa:/ (possible)
burr [ba:/
slur [sla:f
year [ja:/
Thirteen instances contain the letter y.(6) e,g.,
myrrh fmoai/
Byrd [ba:d/
Kyrle [ka:l/
myrmidon /md:miden/
Byrne [ba:n/
myrtle jma:tl/
syrtis [sa:tis/

The remaining 95 instances are mainly borrowings from French, e,g.,
Greuze [gro:s/ '
colonel [ka:nl/
coiffeur [kwa:fa:/
masseuse /mae’sa:z/
Loeb [la:b/
Jauteuil [fouta:if

(6) The letter y may behave like a vowel‘and form the following sequences:

yrd, yrg, yrl, yrm, yrn, yrs, yrt, having [2:] in four instances in proper
nouns and other nine elsewher.
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Rule V

b 1 311 27 s
C 14 21 35
d 13 19 34
f 2 14 16
g 25" 56 3 I 85
k 8 7 16
] 9 24 33

u+r+ m 11 3 20
n 37 64 3 i11
p ] 19 i 21
$ 21 45 2 69
t I5 31 48
v 1 200 2 23
w 2 2
z 1 2 3

Category Total No, 165 -364 10 9

Final Total No, 561
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Rule 1V

[ o R T

Se. hmm eecamES - am e ooy

In Proper Nouns Elsewhere Rule
' Total
com. eq. pos. com. eq. pos. Number
c 1 1
d 3 17 20
k 6 60 66
1 8 8
o+1+ m 1 I 13 15
n 2 2
S 5 9 14
t 48 20 2 17 88
Category Total No. 64 20 3 126

Final Total No,

214
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Rule III

b 3 3
C 6 44 51
d 4 27 31
g 7 5 13
3 1 l
k 18 6 24
1 3 12 i5
i+r+ m 1 15 16
n f 1 2
p 3 3
q 1 1
$ 2 15 17
t 4 38 42
A 2 2
W 1 1
Z 2 2
Category Total No, 55 167

Final Total No.

224




Rule 11

In Proper Nouns Elsewlege Rule

Total
com. eq. pos. com. eq. pos, Number

c 7 7
d 2 4 6
g |
1 2 12 14
ea+r-+ m 3 4
n 6 8 14
p 1 1
5 3 1 8
t(5) 1 18 19
Category Total No. 18 I 1 54
Final Total No. 74

(5) The only example found is Kearton which is either pronouriced [kiatn]
or [ka:tnf. Other 18 instunces have the sequence ea+r+ th; hearth
is an exception,
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Rule 1

In Proper Nouns Elsewhere Rule
Total
com. eq. pos. com. eq. pos. Number
b 10 2 2 43 8 65
> 18 2 2 95 27 12 156
d 12 7 27 8 1 55
f 1 28 2 3 34
g 29 3 37 1 3 73
3 6 3 9
k 8 3 8 2 21
1 13 4 2 16 12 47
e+r+ m 27 4 2 137 13 9 192
n 49 8 2 80 12 3 154
p 6 33 7 3 49
q ] 1
S 30 3 2 123 10 9 177
t 48 8 7 129 10 202
% 9 3 1 90 11 5 119
w 5 | 1 1 1 9
X 2 2
z 2 1 3 2 8
Category Total No. 269 35 35 857 127 50
Final Total No. 1373

51



Secondly, each of the three classes was classified into:

a. Sequential (following the hypothesis) or

b. Non-sequential (not following the hypothesis).

Thirdly, each of the two types was classified into /o:/ occuring in:

a. Proper nouns,
b. Elsewhere,

iI. RULES AND FREQUENCY OF OCCURRENCE

2.1 Sequential Cases:

It has been found out that 2446 out of 264( instances conform to the
rule hypothesised. These sequential cases may be put into the following
five rules:
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where the r is dropped and the vowel made into /2:/.(3) e,g.,
bird [ba:d)
curtain [ko:tn/
herb [ha:b/
world [we:ld/

1.4 Objectives of This Study:

The aim of this paper is twofold:
a. To find out the number of occurrences of /2:/ in RP depending
on the lexical items presented in isolation in the EPD.

b. To find out how far orthography is dependable in setting down
rules for all /a:/ occurrences.

1.5 Method of Work:

This article presents a synchronic study showing rules determining the
occurrence of /o:/ orthographically. It only secured the corpus of data
analysed here from the EPD. Thus, all the utterances that contained /a:/
were examined and classified into:

a. Common pronunciation {(com.)—which is the first transcription
given by Jones, e,g., firm /fa:m/,

b. Equivalent pronunciation (eq.)—which is an equal variant to the
common one where (3) or (3:) is heard, e,g,, survive /sa(:)vaiv/,(4)

¢. Possible pronunciation (pos.)—means that (2:) is one of other
less common alternatives (always enclosed by square brackets),
¢.8., perspective [pd ‘spektiv/ [pa:’ s—].

(3) Stress placement and number of syllables have not been taken into
consideration,

(4) One exception to this is Kearton [kiatn] or [ka:tn| where [3:] does

| not alternate with /).
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Jones’ English Pronouncing Dictionary (EPD)—13th edition, revised by
A.C. Gimson, and examine all the words that have /J:/ to formulate any
rule(s) possible to govern the pronunciation of this sound.

1.2 / &3/ Described and Diagrammed:

It is a mid, central, long, unrounded vowel. In terms of tongue
position, /a:/ “is articulated with the centre of the tongue raised between
half-close and half-open, no firm contact being made between the tongue
and the upper molars; the lips are neutrally spread ,”*(2)

frome oo nt're;l baek

eloge - ;
helf-cloge - .
\; N
4
half--open :
opel:

Approminate tongue~pogition of -

1.3 Basic Hypothesis:

Before undertaking this study, I presupposed, while teaching phonetics
to first-yedr students, English Section-College of Education in the Univer-
sity of Mosul, that /a:/ is to a large extent pronounced in RP whenever
there is a sequence of:

Vowel + r + Consonant

(1) Also Symboﬁsed /3:] by A.C. Gimson, Ar Intreduction to the Pronunci-
ation of English, 2nd Ed., Edward Arnold, London 1970, P. 119,
(2) Ibid., P. 122,
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RULES DETERMINING THE OCCURRENCE OF THE
ENGLISH/2:/ORTHOGRAPHICALLY

By
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Assistant Lecturer.

June, 1977
ABSTRACT

A frequency count was made of ali the occurrences of /5: / in Daniel
Jones’ English Pronouncing Dictionary (EPD) and it was found that the
distribution of this sound is governed by a set of rules that can be deduced
from the English orthography.

2446 cases conformed to the rule hypothesised, i,e., V +r +C, and
were put into five rules, whereas 194 instances did not conform to the
hypothesis and were treated as exceptions or nonsequential,

I. INTRODUCTION
1.1 The Problem:

One of the difficulties of the English sound system encountered
by Arabic—speaking learners is its vowels, namely those which have no
counterparts in their native language. On of these vowels is the so-called
“schwa long”, phonemically symbolised /d:/.(1) And since /&:/ has no
equivalent in Arabic, it has been observed that Arab learners of English
tend to substitute the Arabic /i/, and sometimes /p :/, for it. For example,
purpose jpa:pas/ and Verdict/vo: dikt/ or Abercrombie [aeba:krambi/
are pronounced /pirpis/, /ve: rdikt/ and / aebe: rkro: mbi/, respectively.

Bearing in mind the difficulty that the Arab learner of English en-
counters in producing the RP /§:/, I felt a need to go through Daniel
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