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Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the natural and agricultural plant species
in India, as documented in Arabic-Islamic sources between the 3rd and
8th centuries AH (9th to 14th centuries CE). The research primarily relies
on primary sources, particularly geographical and travel literature, which
classified these plants into two main categories: natural species and
agricultural species.

These categories encompass spices, aromatic and medicinal plants,
fruits, wild crops, agricultural produce, and forest trees, which
contributed significantly to the biodiversity of plant and animal life in
India. The study also explores marine and riverine plants, which played
a crucial role in the daily lives of the population, being integral to their
diet, livelihood necessities, and trade activities.

This study is limited to analyzing plant species explicitly
mentioned in the primary sources, focusing on their uses and their
importance to the economic and social life of the people of India during
that era.
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