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ABSTRACT
Menuites fresevillensis (Seunes, 1890a) is recorded and described for the
. first time from the Shiranish Formation (Late Campanian - Maastrichtian), NW
Iraq. These diagnosis were made on the basis of planispiral involute shell and
compressed whorl section (oxycone), with the mean ratio of- whorl breadth to
whorl height (wy:wy) attaining 0.4 . The shell is moderately ornamented by
numerous ribs which mostly arise on the umbilical wall becoming strengthened

toward small bullate.
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INTRODUCTION
Shiranish Formation is first described by Henson, 1940 (cited in Bellen et
al.,1959), its type section lies near the Shiranish Islam Village ,northeast of Zakho
City, North Iraq. This Formation consists mostly of marl and marly limstone and
reaches about 228 meter thikness ; representing offshore, open sea sediments of the
late Campanian to Maastrichtian age as shown by the F oraminferal assemblages

content.
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Material Examined :-
Two specimens preserved as external crushed molds were collected from the

middle unit of Shiranish Formation, NW Iraq. These specimens were deposited in
the Museum of the Department of Geology, Mosul University, Iraq.

Dimensions: -
The following measurments were made on the shell parameters of ammonite

speciments, in order to illustrate the detail shell description . These measurable

parameters are:-

D (mmL : U (I’Ill'm WD (mm) Wh (mlm Wb_:Wh
46 11 8 20 : 0.4

D : Shell diameter .
U : Umbilicus diameter .
We: ‘Whorl breadth .

Wh: Whorl height .

Diagnosis:-
The shell coilling is of planispiral involute type with compressed whorl

section (oxycone), and of Wy:Wy ratio attaining 0.4. The shell surface is
ornamented by numerous ribs arise mostly on the umbilical wall becoming

strengthened toward small bullate.

Description: - ,
Planispiral involute shell is about 46 mm in diameter, with moderately deep

and broadly rounded shoulder umbilicus. The whorl section is compressed of an
oxycone type having whorl breadth to whorl height ratio attaining 0.4 and with the
whorl breadth below the midflank of the shell. The outer flanks are flattened with
broadly rounded ventral side.

The shell is ornamented by numerous straight prorsiradiate ribs arising on
umbilical wall becoming strengthen toward the small bullate, separated by one or
two intercalated ribs which appear mostly on the venter and ventrolateral side of

the shell making a wide convixty across the venter.

Discussion: -
Menuites fresvillensis (Seunes, 1890 a) is most closely resembles the Menuites

Ward and Kennedy, 1993 but the latter differs in having numerous ribs
counting 60 per single whorl during the mid-life of the growth , versus 30-40 , in
Menuites fresvillensis . In addition, Menuites oralensis Cobban and Kennedy ,1993
differ from the studied species in the presence of the umbilical bullate which occur
near the whorls , but disappear again on the mid way of the adult body chamber
and their ribs appear on the early whorls too but weaken or disappear on the

adapical part of the adult body chamber

terminus



Ramzi K. Al-Naser & Omar A. Al-Bdrani

Occurrence: -
Menuites fresevillensis is Maastrichtian species, in addition to the present

record, its occurs in France , Netherlands, Yugoslavia ,The Armenian Republic,
Southern India, Southern Africa , Madagscar , Westemn Australia , Chile and

possibly Brazil .
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Menuites fresvillensis (Seunes , 1890a)

Fig.1-3:
Fig. 4:
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PLATE 1

The original of Seunes,1890b,P1.8,Fig.1, X1
The present specimen. X2.3
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