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Abstract: 
AL- Akrad fort is considered one of the Castles the crusaders found 

standing in Syria . After the crusaders’ occupation , it became one of the 
most important forts in Tripoli emirate and it represented a magnificent 
military architecture in the centuries (6 - 7A . H / 12 .13 A . D) .  

The fort played an important political and military role because it is 
the first line of defense of Tripoli emirate and the strong guard which 
protect Tripoli from Muslims’ attacks . It is also a starting point for 
attacking Muslims lands in Syria The fort was also a center for local 
administration in which taxes and duties were imposed on the caravans 
that pass by the fort . The economic role of the fort is clear as it is located 
in Tripoli , which is economically wealthy , especially in agriculture . 
This fertile land has many fig and olive fields . The religious aspect of the 
fort was a main site for organizing religious – military institution . In 
addition to that, there was a charge for providing housing for the crusade 
warriors . 

The fort was very strong that Muslims were unable to seize it for 
170 years . After all, the study tackled the Islamic military attempts to 
capture the fort until it was freed in the era of the Sultan AL – dhaher 
Peppers (658 – 676 A.H / 1260 – 1277 A . D) . The Akrad fort is still 
standing till now after 800 years of its construction .  
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@��	 C�" :
��� ��F��	 ?���	�  �@����	 �	���	 %
,.	 �( ��9�.� ?
%
,.�	 ?+
�


���� -�[� A	��)	� �9	���	  �
�� �( .�L+� :] # A����	 b��
� # I�"R5.
)5R(] #  ������	 A����	 # ���.556 –55\ ] # �
����	 H�( # ��
,� h2\–2Q.
)5^( �
�� #  ������	 A����	 b��
� # �
��.+� �/��. :�+����	 �
��	)?���� :4^02�(Z #5] #

20S –204 .
)6\("# ��� �����	 �� " ������	 A����	 �( 8�,�	) " �����	  �9��
��	  �
��	 :4^0^ �(� #4Q#

]2\;
Robin Feddan and John Thomson, Crusader Castles (London : 1957) , P . 86 . 

)6Q($	����	 :�.�.�	� �
���	 H��% �" J(���  ������	 e
�.�	 �� A
� �" &�
�" ��� ��!��  ��,�	 
���

@��	 :
� �( :,��% �" ����	 A
� H��' ��� �
�� # ���.W� ����
� �( :�)�+	 .	���
� =	

 ����	 �
���	 .�L+� :] # A����	 b��
� # I�"R5.
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)60(] # �
����	 H�( # ��
,�2Q.
)62(] #  ���565.
)6R(# �	����	 ���,�5Q^.
)6^(A
@�� ���	 ����	 i	 �L( �� C��� �Y����	 *�%���
� Y�����	 #)��� :4^Q5�(] #4R5 #

Z # C�")	 *�� # -�+�,�,�	\] #4\\.
)\S(] #  ������	 A����	 # ���.556 –55\ ] # 8�,�	 # �+�( h20] # ����	 ��+ # $+[� h

4S4 ] # A����	 b��
� # Z��� h4^5 	 D�� # �
��� h] # ���QRR A���	 �( # ��.��	 h#
Z\] #640 .

)\4(] # �
����	 H�( # ��
,�22.
)\5(��
 ?+
. �+���� :��	 �!��� # ��
 �
. ?+�� �.
� �@��	 -=�	� ����� ?+�� J�	��	 �+���� ��

 .�	 	=@�� # 
@� <�	��	 ��"	 �� ��	�  ������	  ����	 8���� �( �+
��	 �
���	 
�
��	 <�
��.	 ���+ A�
  �����  �+
����	 &�
�,�	 �( H��	 :� �
� <���� .�L+� :��.+� Z # A����	 b��
� # �
4] #55^.

(43) P . M Holt . The Age of the Crusades (London : No . D .) , p . 22 ; Bottoms , 
Enscyclopadeia of Islam , vol,III , p . 503 .  

)\\(����	 b��
� # -����	 ����  �
�� # �
���	 E	�� 
��( &�
+��	 �
�")	  ������	 A:�
!�� ��@.
)?���� :4^^S �(Z #4] #\4Q H!�,�� # H��� b��
� ��= # �.+�,�	 �� &��� ���� ��	 h:

�����	)?���� :4^SR�(] #460 E
!+�"	 # ��� �
�9W # �.�� �� ��" �� ���� h:-�!+�
 :�.
�)&��
,�	 :4^4^�(#Z5] #6^.

)\Q(���+
� :�+�!��� ����
!��	 �� <��	� &��@�� &�.	 C�	 ���+� # 
��
%�	 �� ����
,�	 E	��)	 ��	 ��
dopons 
��	 �� :���	�� Emma  !����	 �!( B��!�	 # &E
/��	 ��  ��
"  
�� C�" �
��+
 �
� #

:"	�= �
�� # �+�����	 -�(��
 ���)	 J� ��9� C��)	  ������	 #  !�����	 :�
���" J��
 �( ���)	
 &
���	 G�� :� �
"
%�	 �����  ������	 &�%�.�� 
@"�>9 ��� ���
�	 &�
�	 -�(��
 ���)	 :�+� ��� .

�L+� : ������	 $�,��	 ?��  ���� �(  �.+��	 ?
������	 # -�
����	 ���.) ���+�.)	 :4^^S �(#
]02–0R.

)\0(�
��	 # ���)	 ��	Z # �4S] #6\Q.
)\2( �+%
��	 :?�@�!�	 �!��	� &���
�	  ���"
�.)	  ����	 �"  ,��+��	  ��.�	  ��	�/�	 ?
"
�
�	 G��	

 	���
 ��� # ���K� ���+� ���� �%
� ��
L ��� ����,� �@+) �.)	 	=� 
@��" H�%	 �.
�.�	 �
���)
�
 
�� # &
���	 ���	 ���  ��
� &��,"  ��L+�	 <=�  !���
��	�  !%�	�,�
� G�!9	 ?
��.� �@��" ?,�%	 

���
/��	 �� ������� # ��[	�"	 
@� 
�
�. ���	 ?
��.��	 �� 
����� &�����	� &�����	� .�!L+� :
&���
�	� �
��	� ��� ��� �( ����)	 ����	 D��  .
�. # -��+ ��
,�	 ��" ����)�	�!F� :4^20 

�(]602 –60^ 
)\R(����	 ��	Z # ��
��	 #4S] #6\Q �( A��	  �
@+ # -���+�	 A
���	 ��" �� ���	 ����	 A
@� h

H�,�� # A��	 ��+( :�9X� �	�( C/%�� A�
+)?���� :5SS\�(Z #6S] #5S^.
)\^(���� :��	�� &
�� ���� 
@+�� # �
��+�	 &��� A�� �
��	 ��� �(  ���)6Q��. (�!L+� :?��
!�

����	Z # �	����	 �
�� # -6] #6R6.
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)QS(Z # &��%9�	 H�")	 # �	�� ��	5H #5] #44QZ # A��	  �
@+ # -���+�	 h6S] #5S^ –
54S H�,�� # ��.O	 ��� # �
��
� �� �
��" �� ���� h:�9X� ?���� ��@()&��
,�	 :4^2\ �(#

Z5] #65;
W . B . Stevenson , The Crusaders in the East (Beirut : 1968) , P . 86 – 87 . 

)Q4(Z # A����	 b��
� # �
��.+�4] #62^ –6RS ] # ����	 ��+ # $+[� h4S4.
)Q5(#  ������	 A����	 # &�����	 ���� ��
.)�	�F� :4^^S�(] #422.
)Q6( ������	  ����	 # ���
" D
�/�	 ��" ���.)&��
,�	 :4^06 �(Z #4] #620 $��	�% # ��
. h

] # �
��	4\R –4\^ B+( h"?	�
�)	 $�.
� "] #^S.
)Q\(���	�� ���� : �����!�	 A����	  .	���  ��9���	 &��
���	  �+����	�  �����	 ��
���	 
+���� ��

 ���	�� ���� �"  �(	� ?
������.
)QQ(Z # A���	 �( # ��.��	\] #66Q –660 ;

Bottoms, Enscyclopadeia of Islam , vol , III , P . 503 .  
)Q0(# �	��" ���. ����� "# �!�+� ����	 ��+ �> �+��)	 ������	 �%+����	 Y�
���	 # ��
�  ����

)�����	 e�[��	  �
�4^2R�(8 #R] #^S.
)Q2(] #  ������	 A����	 # ���.4S6 �
��	 $��	�% # ��
. h] #4Q\ ;

Bottoms ,Enscyclopadeia of Islam , vol . III , P . 503 . 
Grousset , Histoire des Croisades , vol , II , P, 90 

)QR(# �
%���	 �����	 ��" "�
+�/�	 ������	 ��F�	  ��
,� �( �
��	 ]�� ��� "���[!� �
�"	 ��>
 �
+�/�	 ���.)	 8	���	 &��( �( �
��	 ���)���)	 :5SSS�(Z #4] #66\.

)Q^(H�����  �
�� #  ������	 A����	 b��
� # ��
� �+
� :�+
� ����	 �
�")$��	�% :4^^S �(] #
56^  �
�� # $���� ��
L�	 # �	������� h:% # ���
 ����5)H��� :5SS5�(] #40S.

)0S(Z #  ������	  ����	 # ���
"5] #0^6.
)04(] # A����	 b��
� ��
� h ] #  ������	 A����	 # ���.452 ;

Stevenson , The Crusaders , p . 136 . 
)05(����
 ?��  ��� : +. �( -�
+)	 B��( B���	 �@" �( ��������	 
�����Q64 !!� /4460 # �

 (
.� C�")5\��(9�	 C�	 ��,." �� �����	 H��%�	 C�" ��,."  +��� ���� I�F�	 �
�� # ���
  !��%
/�	 ��,."  ��
� ?
�
� �>  ���+
�	  @
�	 �� $�,��	 ?��  ���� ���� ���K� 
������ �� .

Z # A����	 b��
� # -����	 �L+�5] #0R6.
)06(] # A����	 b��
� # I�"RR.
)0\(����	 A����	 # ���. #  ��4S6] #�
��	 $��	�% # ��
. h4Q\hH�( # ��
,� ] # �
����	20;

Stevenson , The Crusaders , p . 147; 
Bottoms ,Enscyclopadeia of Islam , vol . III . P . 503 . 

)0Q(] # A����	 b��
�RR.
)00(] # �
��	 $��	�% # ��
.4Q\.
)02(Z # ��
��	 # ���)	 ��	44] #66#465 Z # ���>���	 #  �
� ��	 h4] #4R\ 
 h�
!�

 H�,�� # A��	 �+� �
�9	 �( A����	 Z�/� # ��	� �� ���� ����	 :�
���	 ����	 �
�
)&��
!,�	 :
4^Q6 �(Z #4] #45R #4RQ H�,�� # ����	 �
�9	 �( ���9��	 # 	�/�	 ��	 h:��!+= �����
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)?���� :4^^2 �(Z #5] #4S5 #4S6	 ��	 b��
� # -����	 �� ��" ����	 ��� h# -���!�
)Y��)	 Y
+�	 :4^0^�(Z #5] #R2#444 .

)0R(] # A����	 b��
� # I�"^6] # 8�,�	 # �+�( h22] # �
�!�	 $��	�% # ��
. h4Q^ h
Z #A���	 �( # ��.��	\] #660 .

)2S(Z # ��
��	 # ���)	 ��	44] #5^Q ��>���	 #  �
� ��	 �����	 ��" ����	 A
@� h�
�9	 �( �
 �����	�  ���+�	 �������	)?���� :�.?(Z #4] #452 ?
�(� # �
��9 �� ���	 ����	 $�� h

H�,�� # �
���	 E
+�W E
�+W� �
�")	 :$
�" �
.�	)?���� :�.?(Z #Q] #4R2 .
)24(N�
��	 �+���� :��� &�
�)	 ��� C��� $��	�% ���	 �+
��	 �+���� ��	 �� -�!�	 C!�" :!��	 �!�,� 

 +.  �+%
��	Q\2 !� /44Q5  +!. ����.��	 -��
� 	��.	 :"��� C�� 
@��� �( ���.	� # �QQ^ 
!� /4406  +. :�	�. H�%	 �	 ���� # �Q02 !� /4424 :!��� ��	��� $��	�% C�	 �
" # �

� ���	 $�,�	 C�	 :
�	 	=	 &���� &�� G�. 
@�( dH�� �� :+	 ��� ���
 �� E	�!
	 B	=!+	 �@�!� ?+

  +. ��)	 B����	 B���	 &
(� ���  ���"Q2S !� /442\ C�"  �
���
�  ��
%��	 :>�� �
�� # �

�!����	 ?���
�  ,����	  �	�,�	 �( B���	 ?	�9	 ��� �
� :+	 �
��"	 C�" # J�	��	 ������ ��F��	 B���	
 �," ��� # B����	  �
9� $�,�	 ?	���W �� 
+����� :�	 ��>�� 
"
��
	  ������	 $�,��	 ?�� $�
� 

E
!�"��	 J!��
  !,(	��� B���	 H(	� ���
��� ����� ?���.	 ?	��
��� ?
.�
 ���� J�	��	 ������
  ������	  �����	 M�" C�" 
��� N�
��	 �+���� A��+� C�" ��������	 .�L+� :b��
!� # -����	

 Z # A����	5] #^2\ –^22 . ��+� �( �L�  +!.  ������	 $�,��	 ?��  ���� %�,. C��
QR6 !� /44R2 �. ��9��	 <=� �" ?
������	 �� ������� .�L+� :

Marshall Whithed Baldwin , Raymond III of Tripolis and the Fall of Jerusalem 
(Newjersey : 1936)  

)2\(�.) ?���� :	 �
.�( ��
�� ��������	 E��+�	 ��	 �� B�
!�� �( B�
� # $��	�% &�
�	 �(  ��	��
 ����.��	 �> &���" .�L+� :Z # A����	 b��
� # -����	5] #RRR .

)2Q(�
��	 $��	�% # ��
. ] #5\R # �	��" h"��
�  ���� "] #^ST^4A���	 �( # ��.��	 h#
Z\] #660 –662 .

)20(Z # A����	 b��
� # -����	5] #RRR Z # �!�
��	 # ���)	 ��	 h44] #5^Q b��
!��	 h
] # ��
��	440 –442 Z # ���>���	 #  �
� ��	 h4] #452 –45R ?
�(� # �
��9 ��	 h
Z # �
�")	Q] #4R2 –4RR ;

Stevenson , The Crusaders , p . 169. 
)22(D
��	 :A�� �
�"	 �� J�+� ���� &��� .�L+� :�	 ?��
� Z # �	����	 �
�� # -���4] #4\S 

.
)2R(Z # ��
��	 # ���)	 ��	44] #6S5T6S6 Z # A��!��	 Z�/� # ��	� ��	 h4] #4\\ –

4\Q .
)2^(Z #���>���	 # �
� ��	5#]62\ –62Q Z #A����	 Z�/� #��	� ��	 h4] #4Q5–4Q6 .
)RS(Z # ��
��	44] #652���	 #  �
� ��	 #Z # ���>4] #4\2 .
)R4(] #  �+
%�.�	 ��	�+�	6R; Stevenson ,The Crusaders , P. 142 
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)R5(Z # ��
��	 # ���)	 ��	44]#652 Z # A���	 &��� # �����	 ��	 h5] #65\ #  �
!� �!�	 h
Z # ���>���	4]#4\2 .

)R6(] #  �+
%�.�	 ��	�+�	 # �	�� ��	R0��	� ��	 hZ # A����	 Z�/� #5] #5Q2 ;
Stevenson ,The Crusaders , P. 257.  

)R\(A����	  ��� : ��
 �� A�,�
� $
�+
�  +��� C�"� # %.����	 ����	 ��
. C�" Y���  +���  ���
  +.  ��,�	 <=� ����.��	 C+� ���\Q\ !� /4S05�.�L+� :
�Z # �	����	 �
�� # -����	 ?��Q#

]4SR .
)RQ(Z # A���	 �( # ��.��	\] #66R .
)R0(] # A����	 b��
� # I�"^\.
)R2(Z # A����	 Z�/� # ��	� ��	6] #4\6 Z # ���9��	 # 	�/�	 ��	 h5] #4^6 �� ���� h

?	�/�	 �� �����	 ��" <��+� <������ C+" #:8
���	 ���� �.�)&����	 :4^0^�(� #\Z #5#
]5Q5 H�,�� # B����	 ���  (���� B��.�	 # -���,��	 ��" �� ���	 ����	 �,� h:�!�" �!���

 
%" ��
,�	)?���� :4^^2�(Z #4] #526 ;
Stevenson ,The Crusaders , P. 300-301 . 

)RR( ��������	 :M�
��  ���.��	 &�,�	 �� �	E�
 ������ 	�+
� ��=�	 �
+
)	 �@� ��,�� 	�+
�� # ������	
 :!� ������ 
� �����	 Y�� �� �@��� ��� �� :+) �	�L+� A���	� B���	 �� E
�	� ?
�+
+�� ?
@�	 ��

  +. =+�  ��������	 =9	� # �
��	 ��� �( ?
�����	 ?
���.��	 �� 	�
��� �,(Q\Q !!� /44QS # �
�)���	  ,�% ��/�[�)Poulains ( +. ����" _��� #Q20 !!� /44R5 Y)	  .!�9 ��	�!� # �

]9� .�L+� :Z # A����	 e�
� # �
��.+�5] #\0^ .
)R^(]��,�	 : !�+����	  L/�� �(�� Y���� ]��,�	� #  �
�� J�
�	� ]�� 
���/�)Comes (-	:

 �+����	 �( 
�
+��� # ���)	)H�(��	 (!��,+�� :!���� �!( B���	 H(	�� ��)	 k�
� �( �
� :+) # :
 L/��)Comes (C�	  �.+�/�	  F��	 �( ?���  �+����	Comte �	  !�����	 J!
	���	 ?�
!�"	� #

C�	 
@����)��(�)�+� (�)�+� (��+� C�" ����
�� .�L+� :Z # A��!��	 Z�/� # ��	� ��	4#
]26��� M�
� #)4. (

)^S( ��
 :�
�"W �� # %.����	 ����	 ��
.� &��@��  ���  ��=��	 A�� A�� .�L+� :# -����	 ?��
�
 Z # �	����	 �
��5] #4SQ .

)^4(��	� ��	 Z # A����	 Z�/� #6] #4\R –4\^ #4Q\ #405 #400���9��	 # 	�/�	 ��	 h#
Z5] #4^6 #4^Q –4^0 Z # B��.�	 # -���,��	 h4] #526 #52Q –520 .

)^5(A����	 b��
� # I�" ] #^\.
)^6(] # �
����	 H�( # ��
,�22.

(94) Feddan , Crusader , P.89 . 
)^Q(] #  ������	 A����	 # ���.556 ] # ����	 D�� # �
��� hRR.
)^0( ������	 :���
���	� # &���
�	  ���"
�.)	  ����	 C�" ��9�[��	 
@,�%	 ���	 ?
��.��	 G��	 ���
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!���)	 ?
!���" =!�/+�� ?�@�!�	 ���	  ��.�	  ��	�/�	 ?
"
�
�� �
" D�%�	 �
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 ����)	 ?
F��	 �L�� �( :� �+" ��� # �.
�.�	)�
�F��	 (:���> �����  +
�9�
� �	  .�9 ��,� -=�	
	 :�(	��  �����  ��9� J�
 �	 E
��" &��� B�= C� .�L+� :] # ����	 D��  .
�.#-��+602 .

)^2( ��
(W :]�� �
�"	 �� ��� %.����	 ����	 ��
. �(  +���  +��� .�L+� :# -�!���	 ?��
!�
 Z # �	����	 �
��4] #552 .

)^R(Z #  ������	  ����	 # ���
"5] #44Q2 –44QR .
)^^(��.+
����	 �	�%�	 :��� C%.��	 ���,�	  �	�� �( 
���W �( ���+	 &�
���	 �( �	�% �� �!( -�@"

 �%�,�	 &�
���	 �(� �+
����	 &�
���	 .�L+� :] #  ������	 A����	 # ���.55\ .
)4SS(] # �
����	 H�( # ��
,�22;

Feddan , Crusader , P.89 . 
)4S4(] # �
����	 H�( # ��
,�22.
)4S5(Z # ��
��	 # ���)	 ��	45] #^Q#4QQ .
)4S6(�
+"W :J,� �����	 ��
.� ]��  +��� ��� %.����	 �� .�L+� :#�	����	 �
�� #-����	 ?��
� Z4#

]046 .
)4S\(Z # A����	 Z�/� # ��	� ��	6] #425 –426 Z # ���9��	 # 	�/�	 ��	 h5] #4^^ h

Z # -����	 ��	 b��
� # -����	 ��	5] #422 Z # B��.�	 # -���,��	 h4] #5R4 .
)4SQ(%
��� :���� $�+� ���  ����  +��� .��.O	 ��F� �� �F� ��� .�L+� :# -�!���	 ?��
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