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History of Archaeological Excavations at Nineveh city

Dr. ’Abdul-Sattar Ahmed Munther Ali Qasim
Lecturer Assistant Lecturer

Abstract

Mentioning the names of some ancient cities, including the city of
Nineveh in the Bible and the historical narrations of Greek and Roman
classical historians such as Herodotus and Xenophon, had the greatest
influence in the movement of some European travelers and tourists to the
East, such as the Jewish tourist of Spain, Benjamin of Tudela, in 1160.

The former, who visited Nineveh and recorded the activities of his
journey that stimulated the activities of the European scientific
institutions in the nineteenth century and sent its exploratory expeditions
such as the French mission headed by the French consul Paul-Emile Botta
in 1842 and the English mission headed by Austen Henry Layard in 1845.
But, the archaeological discoveries carried out by those was closer to
rummage rather than, namely, excavations. The biggest concern of these
amateurs was to obtain precious and beautiful pieces to decorate the
museums of the Western countries. However, no importance was attached
to the scientific documentation of the discovered pieces. What resulted
from those errors, the loss of valuable archaeological information.

The scientific excavations phase in Iraq, in general, did not begin
until the beginning of the twentieth century when the German missions
began drilling in the cities of Babylon and Ashur, but the beginning of
World War I prevented the continuation of the foreign exploration works
in Iraq.

Then, the final stage of the history of excavations was represented
by the national excavations in 1938 after the enactment of a law
concerned with archeology in 1936. On this basis, this modest research
was divided into a number of chapters. The first of which discussed the
city of Nineveh in terms of its geographical location, the importance of
the city, its naming, history and layouts. The second chapter dealt with
the activities of travelers and tourists. The third chapter dealt with the
activities of the amateur prospectors. And, the fourth which is the final
chapter studied the scientific exploration phase.
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Date Excavator Area
xi. 1820 C. J. Rich K, NY, survey
xii. 1842-iii. 1843 | P-E. Botta K
v. 1846 A. H. Layard SWP, Gate 10
v. 1846-V. 1847 Guillois K
v-vii. 1847 A. H. Layard SWP
vii. 1847-vii. 1849 [ H. ]J. Ross SWP
vii—x. 1849 C. Rassam SWP
x. 1849-iv. 1851 [ A. H. Layard SWP

NY, town

Gates 47, 10
iv-v. 1851 C. Rassam/ SWP

T. S. Bell
v-X. 1851 C. Rassam SWP, IT
X. 1851 H. Rawlinson SWP
x. 1851—iii. 1852 | C. Rassam K, SWP
ili-iv. 1852 H. Rawlinson/ K, NY, survey
F. Jones

ili-x. 1852 C. D. Hodder K, SWP
x. 1852~iv. 1853 | Hilmi Pasha NY
X. 1852~iv. 1854 | H./C. Rassam IT, NP, SWP
iv. 1854 W. Boutcher NP
v. 1854—iii. 1855 | W. K. Loftus K, NP, Gate 2?
vii-ix. 1854 C. Rassam NP
v=vi. 1873 G. Smith SWP, NP/NT, IT
i~ili. 1874 G. Smith SWP, NP/NT, IT
i. 1878-vii. 1882 | H./N. Rassam IT, NP, NY, SWP
i—-ii. 1889 E. A. W. Budge |[SWP, NP, town
ii. 1889—xii. 1890 | N. Rassam SWP, NP?
X. 1901 L. W. King survey
iii. 1903-vi. 1904 |L. W. King K, SWP, NP
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Date Excavator Area

vi. 1904-ii. 1905 | R. C. Thompson | SWP, NP, NT,
KEG

X. 1927-11. 1928 R. C. Thompson | NT, ONP, SH

X. 1929-ii. 1930 | R. C. Thompson | ONP, IT

X. 1930—ii. 1931 R. C. Thompson |IT

x. 1931-ii. 1932 | R. C. Thompson | SWP, IT, SH

1941 B. Y. Francis Gate 10

V. 1942 M. Rowton K

V. 1942 Royal Engineers | SWP/IT

X. 1954 Mohammad Ali | NY, Hermes

Mustafa temple

1956 M. al-"Ainachi Gate 10

X. 1965—iii. 1966 | T. Madhloom SWP, Gates 4, 11

196667 T. Madhloom SWP, wall,
Gates 3, 4, 9, 10

1966—68 ‘Amr Suleiman | Gate 9

1967-68 T. Madhloom SWP, wall,
Gates 4, 12, town

c. 1968 B. Abu Soof Gate 16

1969 T. Madhloom SWP, wall,
Gates 4, 12,
Hosr (tomb)

1970~71 T. Madhloom SWP, wall,
Gate 12

1971-72 Menhal Jabbar | wall, Gates 4,
12, “area 59”7

1973 Menhal Jabbar | wall, Gates 9, 12

ii. 1974 Menhal Jabbar | “bit bilani”

1974-75 Menhal Jabbar wall, Gate 12

€. 1975 Mosul Awqaf NY

1975-86 Menhal Jabbar wall, Gate 12

1980 Menbhal Jabbar wall, Gate 2

198081 Menhal Jabbar wall, Gates 4, 9
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Date Excavator Area
1981 Fadhil Abbas Hosr (bridges)
1986 “Abd as-Sattar NY
1987 M. L. Scott, Hosr (K terrace)
J. MacGinnis
1987-1990 D. Stronach
v.—vi. 1987 D. Stronach KG, NWM
iii-vi. 1989 D. Stronach K, KEG, Hosr,
Gate 3, town
iv—vi. 1990 D. Stronach K, KEG, SWP,
Gate 3, town
9011 -2 AliY.
013 Aljubouri NP

Abbreviations: IT = Iitar Temple; K = various parts of Kuyunjik; KEG = Kuyunjik East Gate; NP = North
Palace; NWM = North-West Mound; NY = Nabi Yanus; ONP = Old North Palace; SH = “Sennacherib’s
House”; SWP = South-West Palace. Dates of some seasons are approximate: further details on sponsors
and staff are available in Haik (1968, 59-60; 1971, 36—38) and Qahtan Salih (1987, 26-31).

(*) Je
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Reade ,J. E., op. cit., P. 392-394 /e
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(1)Thompson, C., “The British museum excavation on the temple of Ishtar
at Nineveh 1930-1931”, Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology, 20 (1932),
Liverpool, pp.100-110 .
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(5) Reade, JE, "NINIVE(NINEVEH)", Reallexikon der Assyriology und
Vorderasiatischen Archdologie, IX, 1998-2001, Berlin, P. 389.
(6) Ibid.
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Reade, J.E. ,op. cit., pp. 401-403 .
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(28) Reade, J.E. ,op. cit., pp. 407-417 .
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.(43) Fagan, B. M., Return to Babylon ,U.S.A., 2007, p. 98 .
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Botta, P. E. , Monument de Ninive, tome I, I, III, Paris, 1849 .
(45) George Smith, Assyrian discoveries an account of explorations and

discoveries on the site of Nineveh during 1873 and 1873, New York, 1875,

pp.2-3.
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(62) Stronach, D., Notes On The Fall of Nineveh, Assyria 1995, Helsinki, 1997, p.
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(63) Stronach, D., "Excavation at Nineveh, 1987", Sumer, 64 (1989-1990), pp. 107-
108 .
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