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Discovered Funeral Content in the Graves and
Cemeteries of Tell Hanas

Sara Sulaiman Younis Yasmin Abdul Kareem Mohammed Ali

Abstract

The funeral contents discovered in the ancient graves and cemeteries are
considered an important source of the archaeological finds in different ages and
one of the information sources that shows the ancient religious beliefs
concerning the death and the life after death. Their importance lies in the
detailed information they provide about the ancient beliefs related to death and
the life after death and also the information about the ancient Iragi populations
and the level of the religious, cultural, economic and political development and
progress. These contents also help to identify the types of vessels and tools they
used in their daily life and explaining the purpose of their presence inside those
graves. The research focused on the funeral contents that were discovered in the
graves and cemeteries of Tell Hanas to be the subject of this research as they are
the most important archaeological finds in Makhul area as the research topic
because these finds are the most important ones discovered in Makhul area. The
current research is limited to the funeral contents found in Tell Hanas graves
and cemeteries, which is one of the most essential sites in Makhul that belong to
the middle Assyrian age (1500-911) B.C as this site is characterized with
numerous graves and cemeteries with numerous funeral contents. Also, the
importance of this age lies in that it is an essential site of settlement in the
middle Assyrian age which is characterized with the several of its four lower
layers. After that, it was abandoned for a long time and then it was resettled in
the Parthian era (138 B.C — 226 AD). The migration and historical abandonment
of this location for a long time and for certain reason, some of which might be
political, or may be this location was afflicted with a plague that made the
people avoid residing in it. Moreover, the research involved a brief discussion
about the importance of the funeral contents and the purpose behind their
presence inside the graves of Tell Hanas site and the excavations in it. It also
involved a detailed explanation of the funeral contents that were discovered in
this site depending on the results of the archaeological excavation and their
sketches.
Keywords: Funeral Contents, Graves, Cemeteries, Tell Hanas , The Middle
Assyrian Age.
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Preface

With more confidence and optimism and in order to be in cope
with the pace of the academic and scientific electronic
publications in the fields of Archeology, History, and Ancient
Languages; we are pleased to publish the second part of the
Eighth Volume of Athar Al-Rafedain Journal. It 1s issued by
College of Archeology at University of Mosul. This issue
included a valuable collection of Archaeological, Historical and
Cultural researches and studies.

We ask God the Almighty for repayment and success.

Prof. Khalid Salim Ismael
Editor-in-Chief
1- June - 2023
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Note:

The researcher should consider writing the results that he/ she
reach and making sure of their validity and relation to the
research questions or the hypothesis that was place at the body
of the paper.

The research paper has not been previously published or
submitted for the purpose of obtaining a scientific degree or
extracted from the intellectual property of another researcher,
and the researcher must pledge in writing during the submission
process.

The number of pages of the paper should not exceed (25) pages
and 1n case of exceeding this number, the researcher shall pay an
additional amount of (3000 Iraqi Dinars IQD) for each additional
page.

The submitted copies of the research paper are not going to be
returned to the researcher whether it is accepted for publishing
or not.

The researcher should edit any of linguistic or typing mistakes.
The researcher should submit a hard (printed) copy along with a
soft copy on (CD) after editing it and notifying him of the
acceptance to publish.

The journal is functioning according to self-funding. Therefore,
the researcher bears the publication and plagiarism fees of
(115.000 1QD) one hundred and fifteen thousand Iraqi dinars
only.

Each researcher is provided with a copy of his/ her research. As
for the full copy of the journal, it is requested from the journal’s
secretariat in return for a fee set by the editorial board.
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