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Prediction Of Onset Rain at Tal-Abta Area- Nineveh
Governorate

Zahraa GH. Younis Ahmed Y. Hachum

Dams & Water Resources Engineering Department

Abstract

The present research aims to identify the date of the start of the rainfall season
(Onset Rainfall) at Tel- Abta area western of the province of Nineveh. The study relied
on data for daily rainfall, mean maximum and minimum monthly temperatures, mean
monthly relative humidity, and wind speed at 2 m height for the period (1996 to 2010).
The study involved four models; three already available in the literature and one is
developed in this study. The developed model depends on the principles of water balance
in the top soil layer in the field. The previously proposed models depend on some sort of
statistical analysis of the daily rainfall. A computer program using Microsoft Excel code
is developed for each model. The results revealed that the proposed (developed) model is
the most suitable one for the dry areas suffering rainfall shortage. The performance of
the second and third model was very close to that of the proposed model. The fourth
model, however, gave results that are very much different and far from the other three
models. We recommend not to adapt Model 4 at all. Models 2 and 3 may be used for
practical and quick applications. However, the proposed model (Model 1) stays the best
and most accurate because it depends on sound scientific and realistic bases.
Keywords: Onset rainfall, rain fed agriculture, soil surface evaporation, water balance.

2-9-2013 :J& 20 -5 - 2013 :plici

74



Al-Rafidain Engineering Vol.22 No. 4 May 2014

dadiall
GUAS s gl Al 8 Ul aw se JOIA Lery ) 55 A0l suic 5 Ly (31 NS dlad) shaliall 8 jUaa) L
Ot 5 Cprantigall pgall (e LS A ylaall Aol )3l (8 Jralaall 23 5 jre 8 50 Aaal jlaall o Ly el ca
b (bl 5l amall del )5l 8) slaall o ge Ay iy et (S haall aus ge Aglay T g Cay a8 (el el
Lot 3l slaal) aus se Ayl 4S5 20 0 o) S5 Cilaal) el ) emdymn oa i Y il gl el
DA L) 58 6 sang alall las e LineS iy Adladl Lpaall (3lalial) 8 J shagll ety | (Al Llae sy danal)
Guila sl eu}d‘ Oaun g okl Jshagll w555 A Sl cplall oy AT ale e il ety el i 3
) J gmnall iy A jlalie solds (ym ja] «M\«m‘;\f\@y\w&mﬁ\‘;\emwwu\
< Qs ) el ading U (538 5 S @3S 5 PN (i el JDLA Gaaat a8 ) jUaY) (sl g Ciliall
gLy 58y sl aliiy) e Lla g UL 138 5 J geanall sad ans o Jsh QS ) (523 Lea el 20 g0 pals
Al (A daas e (g Ao 0 Aol 40 ) s Jam B8 siall 4 i) 4 gda )1 L 4 slaall A )3l 20 g0 a5 Sy ([1]
Ayl ae e agaatlad pla alagY Al )3 [3] a8 [2] A il mha g HAS e (e Lgie z 530 Lay yhae (e
potential ) o<V =il Y / (actual transpiration) (stisll aill das alaaiuly Jtaal) o s dglay 8 4 shaall
Janall gatl Anlaiy) dds el Jid ‘fd\j Ol ey LA_,.} 30405 58 A C_\.\“ Ao alew Al g ¢ (transp|rat|on
A 8 13) 4 Hhaall Ao 50 (8 (s Jalaall Of Ci s A ll (g )3l o) Al Al 45 5) sall 23 50 aladial
: Adlide e A0 aladiuly s il olli DA 9 35 G el il ) gl il
) A7 B ek 25 8 sana -]
Lon 15 8 sheale 40 £ sana -2
4 B she ale 40 ¢ sene -3
g Jadl) LS LD el Lty i JS (e s Jiidl) 1) g0 V) Jlmall alasiiad o i) Camaa ol
Blac Y Alan) dalaty [4] a8 | &) s ao )l S e A Juail) Adlaia) I el 5 €l gins Cans (g (s JS
g sl il alasinly @l g Qi) Aakaie 84 phaall Aol ) 31 as ge Aglay agaal @lld g dyie 31 Judladl UasY)
Ao ) ass ge Aoy Gyl ing L aaie) 285 199221950 (e 88l i 43 3ol g ddana 341 Uasl) J shagl
D ofiald) e 4y skl
ale 15 J8Y) e e Gas aliv o sall (o g sansd J sl 43l B plaall el ) 31 s g By ) 850 300 [5]
& s Ay A aoplasl 4 38 il 0l e sl 3 53 02m (Y o e
sy Al ol 51 bl g sane ()5S A Gl sa 4y shall Al ) 3l A ge Al o) el 31 [6]
@JU\ elly b il Legy 304 bﬁd)auu;u\:aﬂeu7@uyu\&uﬂds‘y\‘;seb25
asall el 4y (Onset rainfall) sdaal) o se 4oy sl 4 shaall de) )3l as sall dylay 2o 50 [8] 5 [7] e
Ay amy LY Gl s ke 10 0o 200 ) (s ndaial) AL (e J g el slall oaS) 5l GBaall 4 iy (52)
ol del )3l au se Al 4g 2 [9] Lo alaie YL o gll Gl L (63 )@..;J\ JOs Cilia %G1l 5 e o 5
(JL.AUJLLS\)UE; )ﬁum‘fhy‘;d\ )M\@JLML
Ly Shde) )30 2l Hlaall ey cafy agaas 8 Akl 3kl a3 (G A5l Ailall Al jall o) adl
ol Jrad 48lS 4 ha ) A A il Ladin Gy jUael) saey s 5301 5 (Onset Rainfall Date) shall au se
(D gall 5 liall (i ey W 5 Y she ) gad sy

caanll 48 4l g 31 gal)
clibaall g A yal) @JA
‘).G.LAJQ‘).M42° 33" Jsh ki o 4., JMA_&\AA;})LAJA\)I\A_&;J;MJL\A|?_\

s sindl Jamal) o (A 2 gy gl 12 USRS Gy gl i (5 e (358 6 221 glLéil s Y 35° 56
285 i) alana (8 MLl (sana (o ) sk o055 ZBY BAS e Bael 020 5 ple 164 5 4 jUaed
O IS A el Vel Lol (adaie J5dials 84 sl o) ) ddasa) (e jUaedl e gl il e J geaadl o
e (e Lgle Jsmaall 8 Al 4 gl )l 5 550 2 W) (e #l)ll de gy (calaall 5 o aall 50 )all cils o
Ada A a5 (1) JS) 2010-1996 58l 5 i siall libd) caanain) dlazy (& 15N aa )l 5 4 sall o) 53

), dikaie b gal
ol Al Ailaie

75



.9 Aliblas - abae J5 dBlala (B jhaall auge A3l 25 9a JAaT 1 aala

I .Ig.;- .Sl.gﬂa'_-.rmé.niyah_
A sl Adlata , -KirHL-IH

bs

IRAN

Ar F:amaauiﬁ'“'x,x

‘ A Ft -t:'ajnl [y By 2 1
E Karbald'

An Majaf *}7%
H

=
.ﬁ\.-__ .

b -
Ll |

An Nagiriyah*. .
Al Basrah

" SAUDI Umm Qasr N
Y
ARABIA ,ﬂ‘,f,i.q,,.,.
BUWAIT | chay
O 50 100 km H“-
v ] B3 100 mi K A,

Al dilie adge gyt (1) JS
dnaly GSLA.'\S\
Y asa¥) -
g s she oo Al (I i Lo s Ae 5 Al 40 ) 5 Jamy laall s g0 412 20 g0 20025 46y Hall o2a (8 o3
Al 1 5 (e A JS g gl el iy e slaie YU elld s ol ane e d)yy 30l 4 5l edae (e JAS (Bae (1a e
(ale 100 Leiee Al 5) Ay il dpndand) ASdall 48 Jaad (2 o5l Gl 5 s gl Al o Ui 380 08 5 A 14 4210
Kjg).bal_dc\{d?j} [10] (Silt loam) @}Mﬁﬁ\_ﬂbﬂ\&aéﬂu\&)ﬂ\&yoj Addaall daad)l )
(e Batiuall A5V lpa Hall Alaie b5 [2] A il mhaas e Al Glus 8 (Allen, et al., 1998) 56 .l
-t 4l Ao g5 p dshaiall Ca g,k
%30= (o> ) Al Aaall Al -]
%14= (o) Al Jpdll ddas -2
%7 = J ) Aol Canal = 23001 sk )l s siaall -3
Alia) dad) = dndandl A8all sk )l (5 sinall oy Ladie haall auge oy -4
48yl ae Ay sl il slaie] a8 a8 A dae )5 A ilaial 4y sall Aaliall WLl g aaal§ydai -5
(maoall 2 - Al Oles 8 Hargreaves
:[2] oAl i — Al Gl A (Hargreaves Adalas) 25y Aalaal) aladin) o3

ETy = 0.0023(Tmean + 17.8) (Tmax — Tmin)°Ra (D

NEIESTS
(psyale) S i — Al : ET,
Aol 3l pall Gl ja Jars : Trean
Ayl GA.E»J\ 3yl allda Tmax

76



Al-Rafidain Engineering Vol.22 No. 4 May 2014

,@M@M\@Uﬂ;ﬂ&;ﬁ : Trmin
(32 2p/d5a1S0) i) o Y g leSY) : Ra

24 (60
Ry = 24(60)
T

G dr [ws sin(¢)sin(8) + cos(Pp)cos(8)sin(ws)] (2)

(o= "/ 521850) 0.082= gled¥) il : Gy
(Rokd Caaidy ) 5) )Y () deal N gl Jaat §
(Y158 e sl Caaill (il s el Coaill Can ge) il ally 45) S (i ol Lad i
(Rl Caai 4y 5) 3) (el 5 (oY) (g Aandl) 4l Aol : D
Ll ws
) ELY () EO- RENEN
o
8§ = 0.409 sin (ﬁ ] — 1.39) (3)
Al b o) o ;]
(0a i (dr) Aed Wl

dr=1+0.033 (Zﬂ ) 4
r= . cos 365] (4)

10 (WS) s
ws = arccos |—tan (¢) tan (6)] O
(e G () e Ll

s
b= 180 [Latitude in decimal degrees] (6)

A shosn Al 5l dilaie A58 a5 g 5 Rl g 53 e aainall (REW) D3l il sl o cddl L
[2] o zasai) b Aardiuall Y alaall Wi [1] (1) Jsaad) 8 (e Lesn 5 ala 10 —

Es = kr X Eso (7)
Eso = 1.15 X ETo (8)
Kr =115 [-=2|  for De>REW 9)
Kr=1.15 for De < REW (10)
Laland) 2 e (Rl ele Mdiad) ST Al laie e aain G ) el (g Lal Jalae 1 K

(Sl o)

(ps/ele) (uldll ) sl il - Al ETo

(psv/ele) LAl mhaus (0 &l Al Jaea : ESO

ARGy

(iind) Sl A Gae : De

(2) JS2 (ple) Ciila sl & gane iy 5 A ll Apndad) Aall (e il QS 6le Gae (ol TEW

Al e (e 1 Ayl Al 8 (i) Al a1 ledll Basd) 5t 5 (oe) yaill ~id) oLl - REW
(2 J8) A mhas e

G gl -

A haall an e Al 20 0 23T 8 [3] e Al YL elld g Hlaall s ge Aol 20 g0 2225 A4 Hlall 038 B o
M\wﬁhﬁ\&&f@.}ﬁﬁd\c(:\.\.\.n14)@\‘))5\&\‘5“@2.\“@}55‘5@):&\‘)LLA\}]\‘_AG‘KA:})H\DJAJ.q.\:_'i
e 25 @y Aliia 21 7 Jyonmy sl e pana (055 53l sl Al aly

Sl i)
Adiad ) ¢ ydaall o ga dglay 20 g 23a3 8 [5] e dlaie YU Hlaall anse Bl 2o g0 2325 48 Hhal) 38 A &
58 s bl o sl Al 2o g oy pad a8 A i 4 Al all ) i e A JST 5 Ae gl jUaa¥) e 48 Hlall s3a
40 A Gl e (e ol 358 00a B Y O e ale 15 JBY) e e Gae aling augall (o g sansd J
&) el 5 ) el
77



.9 Aliblas - abae J5 dBlala (B jhaall auge A3l 25 9a JAaT 1 aala

i pede e A peaiall oLl sl Q) IS oLall A gl ol s (1) S

[2] S (e Ailise £ Y

Soil type Soil water characteristics Evaporation
(USA Soil parameters
Texture Field Wilting FC - WP | Amount of water that
Classification) | Capacity | Point (WP) can be depleted by
(FC) evaporation
Afial) dacdl | Jgdl) Adadi | ewtiall lal) | stage 1 | stages 1 and
REW 2, TEW*
m°/m’ m°/m’ m°/m’ mm mm
Sand 0.07-0.17 | 0.02-0.07 | 0.05-0.11 2-7 6-12
Loamy sand 0.11-0.19 | 0.03-0.10 | 0.06-0.12 4-8 9-14
Sandy loam 0.18-0.28 | 0.06-0.16 | 0.11-0.15 6-10 15-20
Loam 0.20-0.30 | 0.07-0.17 | 0.13-0.18 8-10 16 - 22
Silt loam 0.22-0.36 | 0.09-0.21 | 0.13-0.19 8-11 18- 25
Silt 0.28-0.36 | 0.12-0.22 | 0.16-0.20 8-11 22 - 26
Silt clay loam 0.30-0.37 | 0.17-0.24 | 0.13-0.18 8-11 22 - 27
Silty clay 0-30-0.42 | 0.17-0.29 | 0.13-0.19 8-12 22 - 28
Clay 0.32-0.40 | 0.20-0.24 | 0.12-0.20 8-12 22 - 29
Kr
1.15 T
|
1
|
I
Es/ETo :
Stagel 1 Stage2
Drying < Drying
<— REW —>|
I
0 | TEW N
0 0.5WP
—— De —>
Depth of Soil Water Evaporated, De, mm

*TEW=(FC - 0.5WP)*Ze ; Ze=100 mm.

AU aland) Gadal) G e (pe A0 Al oLl e Kl Jalaa s gy ¢ (2) IS0

oo 100 Liee

78




Al-Rafidain Engineering Vol.22 No. 4 May 2014

s A g asad) -

2aiad A ¢ plaall o ge Aol 2o g0 23aT A [6] (Ao dlaie YL laall an sa A3l 20 9o 2023 3G Hlall 038 A S
asall Gl asly Hlaall a ge Aoy Cay e a3 3 (i 14 Aol all Ol g (e A (S5 de gl laaY) e 43 hall o3a
A Caléa Alite oLl 7 o sl elld aay LY O da i ale 25 aly saay Al il 7 ladl) (e £ sana O3S g2
Al A Ly 30 )
dEBliall )
Js¥) zasal) ¢ Alaaiowal) guilidl)

8% e A JSI 5 A il o (e Al Al Sl e alaie Wl el au ga Ay 20 50 2lag)
4 ll ndasdl A8l 48 Juad G 4 gall SIS g s sl Ayl (o)) L 3581 085 Jins 14 43U Ayl

Lo €0 55 s sl 22 e ) g 0 Alianisall il (e G 288 Aliad) Zadl I (ale 100 Leee 31 5)
3 Agass sall 5 Ay i) HUaa¥l g (5 daall a sall Alay )53 2- s Gaw Lexa s W late s g sl jUaaY) e
Sy A e Apaall Aol )3l el 3 Llud Chualie (o ansall 4l AL Cany T i 8 (8 J geas a3l
Mol (gana JSG aalil 5 J seanall gai JLaSY o 331 8 ) S ade Can U 18

bl a ge Aol 5 ) 5

No. year Total Rain mm Onset rainfall Rain from Onset mm
1 | 1996-97 215 9/12/1996 188
2 | 1997-98 151 14/1/1998 75
3 | 1998-99 59 21/1/1999 38
4 | 1999-00 119.5 15/12/1999 94
5 | 2000-01 232 21/11/2000 215
6 | 2001-02 254 2/12/2001 236
7 | 2002-03 217.1 21/12/2002 131.1
8 | 2003-04 222 26/11/2003 191
9 | 2004-05 184 19/11/2004 164
10 | 2005-06 272 8/1/2006 206
11 | 2006-07 158 3/11/2006 131
12 | 2007-08 76 (Bl Cualiia) augall ey 7 )5 sl sy b
13 | 2008-09 94.5 (Lol Calia) awgall ey Fo )l ) glad o J8
14 | 2009-10 147.5 3/11/2009 \ 133.5

AU Zigady) (o Aluantival) il
asall iy A 14 AUl A5l 5 5 (e R JS0 e gl HUaeY) laie YU ladl) an s Al 2o ge dla) &
Laad [3] s ala 251 (g sl sray Ale ) 7 Slaal £ sana 5K (530 o) D b s sall dglad J5Y)
Lpas sall 5 4 il jUae¥) a3 53 (3) Jsand) (8 i ge s LS oyl (Bt adad g S0 J8 J gacas

A 14 A1 A jall ) gias (pa A JST s gl Al 5 )l

Gl 7 galy) (o Adianiouall guiliil)

dﬂ\fﬁnM,mmuwug\sﬁmuﬁdﬂ %M,g\)my\q@gyu)u\wyaﬁmxy;@\ﬁs o
el 40 A Galda cplliie cpe gand 358 o0y AU Y o) e ala 15 J8Y) e jlas (Bae ol s gall (0 g sal J ol 4
B rase o LS byl e U e jall (B8aS ate Cuin Gl il (e (8 Q88 J peas Jaal [5]lel S
A 142Ul A 5l ) g (e A S0 aas sl 2y ey 5055 L sall 5 By sl SUae¥) a5y 31 4 - Jsaall

79



.9 Aliblas - abae J5 dBlala (B jhaall auge A3l 25 9a JAaT 1 aala

A gall 5 4y gl HUna¥) 4 o sa D 23 5a3Y) (g0 Alaniunal) il e gy (3) sl
ol ausge 42y 2 ) 53

No. year Total Rain mm Onset rainfall Rain from Onset mm
1 | 1996-97 215 08/12/1996 215
2 | 1997-98 151 12/01/1998 100
3 | 1998-99 59 ple 25 iy (a0 ade aann Jié
4 | 1999-00 119.5 15/12/1999 94
5 | 2000-01 232 01/12/2000 199
6 | 2001-02 254 01/12/2001 236
7 | 2002-03 217.1 20/12/2002 183
8 | 2003-04 222 25/11/2003 219
9 | 2004-05 184 18/01/2005 136
10 | 2005-06 272 07/01/2006 257
11 | 2006-07 158 07/11/2006 131
12 | 2007-08 76 (Blad Caiia) aw gall e o )15 5 glatd o LS8
13 | 2008-09 94.5 (Bl Caatic) au gall s Zo )1 st g Jd
14 | 2009-10 147.5 24/01/2010 | 75.5

Lpans gl 5 Ay gl eV 48 laiim s G 23 i) (e Alasiunal) il (4) Jsanl)
bl o ge Ayl 2l 53

No. year Total Rain mm Onset rainfall Rain from Onset mm

1 1996-97 215 12/08/1996 215

2 1997-98 151 12/01/1998 100

3 | 1998-99 59 (Bl Caialic) aus gall £ 2 ) ) glad Cany J8

4 1999-00 1195 15/12/1999 94

5 2000-01 232 01/12/2000 199

6 2001-02 254 01/12/2001 236

7 2002-03 217.1 20/12/2002 183.1

8 2003-04 222 25/11/2003 219

e sanal 3] Cilda sy W ol o (3885 ade ey Ji8

9 | 2004-05 184 oo 15 Lgiae 3l 5 bl o 5 20, g 43‘ O liie

10 | 2005-06 272 07/01/2006 | 257
e sanal Bl Cilda Gaany W ol da i (3885 ade gy Ji8

11 | 2006-07 158 T 15 e ) 5l 0 et g 43‘ IS e
12 | 2007-08 76 13/02/2008 | 47

13 | 2008-09 94.5 (Bl Cualiia) angall £33 7 )l glad sy Jid

14 | 2009-10 147.5 19/01/2010 ‘ 99.5

Aan sall 5 By sindl JUae¥) 4 Lo e a5l 23501 (g Alanineal) il ; (5) Jgaal)
el e L T ) il siall ylaall e ge A ) i
NO. year Total Rain mm | Onset rainfall Rain from Onset mm
1 1997-98 151 12/01/1998 100
2 2004-05 184 18/01/2005 136

80




Al-Rafidain Engineering Vol.22 No. 4 May 2014

& A zasaly) (e Adianioal) il

poall ey A 14 AL Al pall 5 58 e A (S0 dge gl jUaeY) dlaie YU jlaall s se Aol 2o g0 alagl &
7 Ml GV Ol bd ale 25 (s s oam alliie oLl 5 lasl g sana 5% (53 o sl Al 5 s gall Ayl J 5
el Biad axe Can <l il leY (i J seas 2aadl [6] o asall @lld 22y Lo gy 30 ) DA il 30055 oL
ol il s sl Ay e JU5 5 A sl 5 Ay i) e mia gy 52 5 - Jsaad) (8 a8 LS Dol (g U
bl o o Ll 1y Al

clalitiay)
b Adae JiAshidd Hlaall ause ol 2o se 20atl a5 Gkl (e Lo J gaall &5 A A YA o
L o (e AN e 56 S B ela Lo e e ) adl G () sa I Y1 3 el (3 (s i Adailae
Zilaill el 40 jlia a3 2 ajde | Al Leie Juany Al 4 il dada ) A8l S pe gall 460l 45 3) sall fane (Gaukai
351 el 01 23 sy e Midtaie IS Gl 5 S Gaad gl ol ol i) i 385 S5V 23 sailly 5 AY)
2 bl o se Aoy paad L salaic) pany (o g dale 5 5 AY) AN Al e Mo By il el a8 ol
Dl Jgamnadel ) 2 ga g "l ZUELY) (Sars ale 200 e A i) L Ul Jana Ji ) ddlal) 3laliall
O S Algs Aaly U 0y 8 Adae Jidahie b

JJL‘AAS‘

1- Oweis, T., and A. Hachum, "Improving water productivity in the dry areas of west Asia
and North Africa". In: Kijne, W.J., Barker, R., Molden, D. (eds.), " Water productivity in
Agricultural: Limits and Opportunities for Improvement”. CABI Publishing, Wallingford,
U.K., 2003, pp. 179-197.

2- Allen, R.G., Pereira, L.S., Raes ,D., and Smith, M., " Crop evapotranspiration-Guidelines
for computing crop water requirements ". FAO Irrigation and Drainage paper No.56,
Rome, Italy, 1998.

3- Raes, D., Sithole. A., Makarau, A., Milford, J., " Evaluation of first planting dates
recommended by criteria currently used in Zimbabwe". Agricultural and Forest
Meteorology, Vol. 125, 2004, pp. 177-185.

4- Camberlin, P., and M. Diop, " Application of daily rainfall principal component analysis to
the assessment of the rainy season characteristics in Senegal”. Climate research, Vol. 23,
2003, pp. 159-1609.

5- Mhita, M ., and Nassibe, I., "The onset and end of rains in Tanzania . In: Proceeding of the
First Technical Conference on Meteorological Research in Eastern and Southern Africa".
Kenya Meteorology department,1987, pp. 33-37.

6- Dodd , D., and Jolluffe, I., "Early detection of the start of the wet season in semiarid
tropical climates of Western Africa ". International Journal Climatology, Vol. 21, 2001,
pp. 1251-1262.

fu.al; s‘)muduj"dmﬂ\@é.\&\ Lf‘)nj Jl:m]\ c\TgAdA'éJu:\uy\ Lgdaz\.;u\)ﬁ " .AAA.AHJ 3 L;iv\:\ﬁ\ -7

2010 Asdia 81 hudigll A4S (Jia 5all
éﬂ\}#\b@dﬂ’&dﬁl&ﬂ” ladl ja"e JAMH)‘EM‘J&)\AOLA&‘ Wud greaaJlsicgan -8
20171 19 Alaall ¢ 4 23al) 8l 1 davia Alae cdtieh 4 (Jom gl dadla "o sall 3 ool

9- Stewart , J. I., "Response Farming in Rain-fed Agriculture”. The WHARF Foundation
Press". Davis California, 1988.

10- Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA). “The Preparatory Survey on South Jazira
Irrigation project in republic of Iraq”. Final Report, Chapter 3: conditions of the study
area. July, 2011.




