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Foreword*

| am honored to write this foreword for Volume 18 of the Alrafidain of
Law Journal. This Volume is the Journal’s first issue since the University
of Mosul (and its College of Law, from which this Journal is published)
was shut down, following its takeover by Daesh forces, in 2014. With the
re-capture of the city of Mosul in 2017, the University began to re-
establish its status as one of Irag’s leading institutions for learning.
Almost 45,000 students are enrolled this academic year, a 300% increase
on student numbers from 2017.

The road facing the University of Mosul in rebuilding its activities is likely
to be beset with many challenges. Many of the University’s buildings
have been ruined. Over a million books, many of them Law books, have
been destroyed. Nevertheless, the College of Law and its staff have
demonstrated remarkable fortitude in deciding to re-instate the
Alrafidain Law Journal.

As such, this Volume of the Alrafidain Law Journal demonstrate to the
world that Mosul’s renowned College of Law is once again open for
business. The resilience and commitment of the College’s Law Professors
in bringing together this Volume in testing circumstances is to be highly
commended. | must specifically acknowledge the dedication of the
Journal’s editorial team, in particular its Editor-in-Chief, Professor Qabas
Awad, in this regard.

This Volume covers a wide and varied subject matter, with articles on
several important legal issues, including criminal law, the law of civil
procedure, child protection law, family law, and the law relating to
nationality. These contributions, like the previous 17 volumes of the




Alrafidain Law Journal published since 1996, highlight the breadth and
depth of legal scholarship in Iraqg.

Professor Ali Alhadidy of the University of Mosul College of Law, in an
interview with BBC Our World on 18 August 2017, noted of the ISIL
occupation of Mosul: ‘Other than hunger and oppression, they wanted
to impose ignorance.” This Volume, and the resurgence of the University
of Mosul after the liberation of the city of Mosul, show that

Dr. Yvonne Mcdermotte Rees, Associate Professor, College of law and
Criminology, Swan sea university UK, Yvonne’s research interests are
primarily in the fields of human rights and international criminal law.

*Dr.Yvonne joined was previously a Senior Lecturer in Law A Bangor
university. She has also worked in the Irish Department of Foreign
Affairs, and as a consultant to the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Office of Internal Oversight Services
(010S), and the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE), Yvonne holds undergraduate law degrees from the National
University of Ireland, Galway, an LL.M. in Public international Law from
Leiden University, and a Ph.D. from the Irish Center for Human Rights.
Her doctoral thesis was awarded the Special Mention of the Rene Cassin
thesis prize 2014.Yvonne is an Academic Fellow of the Honouruble
Society of the Inner Temple a Door Tenant at Invictus Chambers,
London. she was one of six legal academic from across the UK to be
shortlisted for the Oxford University Press Law Teacher of the Year
Award in 2016.
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Associate Professor, Legal Studies
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